[Prevalence of allergic diseases in primary school children in Cracow and surroundings--risk factors].
Prevalence of allergic diseases has been increasing over recent decades, especially in developed countries. The aim of this study was to assess prevalence of bronchial asthma and allergic rhinitis in children of Krakow at school age, depending on home and school environment conditions. The study was carried out in two stages: questionnaire based on ISAAC questionnaire and skin prick tests in children with symptoms suggesting allergic disease were performed. Altogether 532 children from 4 primary schools (2 in central and 2 in peripheral parts of the city) were included. Symptoms suggestive of allergic disease were reported by 304 children (57.1%), including asthma in 145 (27.2%) and allergic rhinitis in 288 children (54.1%). Asthma and allergic rhinitis was previously diagnosed in 19 (4%) and 138 (26%) children respectively. In younger age groups more children reported symptoms suggestive of asthma. Pupils from schools in the center of Krakow exposed to high level of traffic significantly more frequently reported asthma and had diagnosed allergic rhinitis. Increased prevalence of allergic rhinitis symptoms was observed in children exposed to passive smoking. Skin prick tests were positive only in 29.7% of children qualified for them. The results of the study suggest that in pupils with allergic rhinitis in whom skin prick tests are weakly positive for inhaled allergens, environmental factors may play an important role in the development of clinical symptoms.